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A practical guide to help families navigate the steps, decisions, and responsibilities that come after losing a loved one. 

Wake or After-Service Gathering Checklist 

 

Decide whether to have a wake 

☐ Yes or no 

☐ Private or open to all 

☐ Immediately after the service or later 

☐ At home, hall, restaurant, café, or club 

 

Organise the wake 

☐ Book venue 

☐ Confirm numbers 

☐ Arrange catering 

☐ Arrange drinks 

☐ Consider dietary requirements 

☐ Arrange seating and accessibility 

☐ Prepare photos/music if wanted 

☐ Decide whether anyone will speak informally 

 


